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Implementation of the strategies Two Column Notes and Questioning the Author will take place through the Steck-Vaughn Power Up Book, Danger on Ice, by Lisa Wroble.  Danger on Ice describes the preparation Earnest Shackleton made for his incredible 1914 attempt to cross the South Pole.
Introduction, Modeling, and Reflection
· Review expository/informational text features.   Historical events are often told in a chronological sequence.  Readers should pay close attention to clues such as, first, next, before, after, or later.  Refer to expository/ narrative text information provided.
· Discuss with the students how they prepare for a trip or how they get ready for school.  Make a transparency for an overhead projector of the first two pages of the book.  When using a computer and LCD projector, scan in these pages.  Demonstrate how to underline key points and make marginal notes using the strategy Selective Highlighting.  Write on the transparency or use Kurzweil 3000 Software or another text to speech computer program.  Students will implement this strategy with this assignment.   It is recommended they use the low tech highlighting tape or the text to speech software program for highlighting.  Corrections are easier to make and there is less frustration when using technology.
· Preview the reading assignment.  Guide them through making a plan.  Read the introduction and bold print headings.  Brainstorm with students explorers of new lands.  Ask them to imagine what it was like to be a new settler in America.  Generate a list describing the people who sailed halfway across the world into a new land  by dividing the class into groups.  Let each group create a list for specific letters contributing to the ABC Brainstorming Strategy with Inspiration Software.    A transparency of the template may be made if there isn’t access to a computer projector.  Next generate a list of words describing how the people felt when they arrived.  Tell the students they will be reading about a brave man who wanted to explore a different land.  
Questioning the Author Strategy  
· Before introducing the students to this strategy review the text and determine some major understandings the students will acquire.  Then identify some difficulties, such as limited elaboration or too much information that may interfere with their comprehension.  Identify places to stop and initiate discussion through Questioning the Author to clarify ideas.  Why do you think the author wrote this selection?  What do you think some of her big ideas might be?   The following is an application of Question the Author Strategy to Danger on Ice’s first chapter, “A Trip to the Bottom of the World.”  Use the strategy Think Pair Share.  Each student responds in writing to the questions and then shares with a partner or small group.  A representative from each group shares results with the class.   
· What does the author expect you to know?  Danger on Ice, page 1
· Did the author explain this clearly?  Danger on Ice, Getting Ready, pages 4-6 

· How does this connect with what the author has told us before? Danger on Ice, Packing the Ship, page 4

Two Column Notes Strategy
The format varies for Two-Column Notes depending on the subject area, instructional goals, and the text.  They may include Main Idea-Detail Notes, Problem-Solution, Conclusion-Support, or Process Notes.  Main Idea-Detail Notes will support the reading selection Danger on Ice, Chapter One , “A Trip to the Bottom of the World.”  
· Use the author’s indicators to locate main ideas for developing two-column notes.  In our notes we want to follow the author’s clues; in this text we are using the scrolls with topic descriptors to denote major areas and the main points noted as descriptors under pictures.  
· Model how to convert these clues into notes.  Together develop the notes on a transparency or use an LCD projector and computer while the students write down their own notes at their desks.  Use the strategy Think Alouds and discuss ways to abbreviate.  Use phrases to summarize ideas.  Encourage the students to write the author’s information in their own words.  This will assist with comprehension and they will remember the author’s message. 

· Demonstrate using the Two-Column Notes for self-testing and reviewing information.  Model for students the process of covering up the right-hand column of the paper and using the questions and key words on the right to conduct a self test of the information.
· First, I ask myself how much information is needed (i.e. two causes, three steps)

· Next, I ask what the information is and I recite it.  I uncover my notes and check

· Finally, I try to draw some conclusions or make applications to other situations.  This last piece is your metacognitive check.  If you can’t do it there is a good chance you have memorized the information and you don’t completely understand and truly know the information.  Go back and reread the chapter.
· Ask students to work in groups to practice using the triggers on the left hand column to test themselves.  Share the Twelve Minute Study.  Challenge the students to study for twelve minutes at least twice a day before the test.  Why are frequent brief study times more effective than longer intense sessions?  (Less time for the mind to wander)
