Teacher’s Guide for Power Thinking & Question Answer Relationships (QAR)
Claudia Cuartero FDLRS/Crown

The Power Thinking strategy helps students differentiate between main ideas and details (Miller, 1985; Sparks, 1982).  The process of Power Thinking is straightforward and less complicated than outline format.  For instance, when writing outlines a Roman Numeral I must have the Roman Numeral II, and an A requires a B.  On the other hand Power Thinking is easy for students to understand because main ideas and details are simply assigned numbers.  Main ideas are Power I ideas, while details are either Power 2, 3, or 4 ideas.  
When introducing this strategy of moving from general to specific it is my recommendation to start with thinking organizers entitled, Word Power.  Emerging readers-writers will need many examples of thinking organizers more mature reader-writers will only need a few.

First, create simple thinking organizers.  Choose a word in the student’s realm of prior knowledge to begin to categorize.  Accept only three responses.   
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Secondly, when students understand that all the words they give for grouping and categorizing must talk about the original word presented, introduce them to the numerical structure of Power Thinking.  The following are some graphical representations of Power Thinking.
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Thirdly, teach power sentences using 1-2-2-2 sets.  First, model a sample Power Sentence like the one below.  Next, allow the students to try using their Power Word Sets from previous Power Thinking Lessons to create their own sentences.  A wonderful accommodation for students who have difficulties writing is to print the information on magnetic paper, cut up the phrases and let the students manipulate the information.  Examples of this process follow:
My favorite snacks are popcorn, apples and cookies.

Expand with examples so they can see the process of the powers going from Power 1 to Power 3.

My favorite snacks are movie butter popcorn, Granny Smith Apples and chocolate chip cookies.
Power 1 Snacks

· Power 2 Popcorn

· Power 3 Movie Butter

· Power 2
Apples

· Power 3
Granny Smith

· Power 2
Cookies

· Power 3
Chocolate Chip

Next, pick a Power 1 idea on a familiar topic, such as sports and let your students expand it.  Continue to practice.  
Finally, when you feel they have the basic understandings of Power Writing pull this same concept into their reading.  Ask your students if they see a power one sentence in their science or social studies reading.  Inquire how they may use power structures to transform information more effectively.  The Selective Highlighting strategy is very effective with this process.
Now we will introduce the strategy Power Thinking through the Steck-Vaughn Book, The Life of a Swan by Jess Murphy.  Additional strategies will be provided to build background knowledge and introduce the topic.  
First let a volunteer read the title of the book aloud.  Ask what they think the book will be about?  Next, invite the students to individually write down or draw simple pictures of all they know about swans.  Accommodations for students with writing and reading difficulties, cognitive disabilities, in addition to students with visual motor challenges include Don Johnston’s SOLO Software, Draft Builder, Co: Writer, Write: Outloud, All Turn It Spinner by Ablenet, Pix Writer Software by Slater, Kid Pix by Riverdeep, Boardmaker Pictures by Mayer Johnson and concrete objects.  Finally, they will share what they know through the Mind Streaming Strategy.  Students work in pairs to bring out background knowledge about swans: 

· Student A talks for one minute about swans.  Student B listens and encourages student A.  

The roles reverse: 
· Student B talks for one minute about swans.  Student A listens and encourages student B.

The students share what they have learned from each other as the class creates a large chart using the strategy  K- W -L + (K=Know W=Want to Learn L=Know + =concept map & summary). 
· First students brainstorm all they know about a topic  (K)
· Second they generate questions about what they want to learn (W)

· Third they record what they learned (L) Following the lesson
· Fourth they create a concept map on what they have learned and write a summary sentence (+)Following the lesson
Explain to the students that when reading a non-fiction book aloud you don’t read the index.  Also explain that when sentences run to another line you continue reading and do not pause at the end of each line.  Demonstrate reading two lined sentences for the students.  Ask for a volunteer to read the title page.  Next, model planning to read before reading by using Think Aloud Strategy pointing out headings and photographs of the swans in the book.  Tell the students they are going to learn more about swans.  Invite them to read silently pages 2-9.  Read the same passages aloud to the students.  Let them follow along in their books.  Ask the students to do paired reading of the same pages.   
Follow the same process with the end of the book.  Invite the students to read pages 10-15 silently first, then read the pages aloud to them. 
Ask what is the book The Life of Swans is about?  When there is consensuses for the main idea inquire what the power level will be.  Request an explanation.  Provide a Power Thinking Graphic of the book.  Let the students work with a partner completing the Power Thinking Graphic.  Share results with the class and demonstrate how there are different ways to Power Map the same book.
Question, Answer, Relationships (QAR)

Next, they will create questions with their partner using the QAR Strategy.   They will create four questions one question for each category.  Provide Word Prediction software, such as Co: Writer and talking word processor software, for example Write: Outloud for scaffolding.  Both Software titles are found in SOLO a product by Don Johnston.  
QAR (Raphael, 1982; 1986) is a strategy that equips students to tackle questions more effectively by teaching them to recognize different types of questions. 

Two types of questions, for example, are text-based:

· Right There questions are formulated with words taken exactly from the text. Answers can be found in the same sentence.

· Think and Search questions ask students to think about the information they read and to search through the entire passage to find information that applies. 

Two other types of questions are knowledge-based because they require students to use prior knowledge:

· Author and You questions require students to have read the text to understand the questions; however, the answers are not found in the text.

Share QAR Questions with the class by creating a chart for each question type.  Review the four types of questions.
Finally go back to the KWL Plus reviewing what the class has completed.   Look for misconceptions and write what they have learned for the L column as a class on the chart.  
Meet with partners to complete the KWL +‘s final stage.  First, request the students to create a concept map using Inspiration Software or provide a concept map and let them fill in the information.  Lastly, they are to think about what they have learned and write a summary sentence on the book, The Life of Swans. 

