Best Practices:  “Setting the Purpose for Reading”

 in a Special Education Classroom 1

	Characteristics of “Effective Purpose Setting”

· Requires processing of entire text, at least initially

· Yes:  “Tell in 10 words or less what this story is about.”

· No:   “Tell where the hero lives.”

· Requires search for main ideas

· Yes:  “Tell how you think the story will end.”

· No:   “Tell which words on p.7 have a short /i/ sound.”

· Helps the reader focus attention

· Yes:  “Tell which of these adjectives describe the boy and which describe the girl in the story.”
· No:   “Answer the questions at the end of the chapter.”


	Notes

	Example of Purposes for students functioning independently

· Preview the story elements written on sentence strips and be ready to put them in the right sequence/order after you have read the story

· Select five words that best describe the main character in the story

· Compare and contrast the two main characters in the story by selecting words that describe only one character and words that describe both characters (Venn Diagram)

· Select the 10-word summary you think is best

· Read/Listen for feeling words or action words

· Read/Listen for describing words to write a list poem
· Read/Listen for the words that describe the setting and draw a picture of it
· Pick one idea in the story to write about in your journal
· Be an author and add some pages to this book/story
· Predict what is going to happen during or at the end of the story
· Read/Listen to “find out” (literal comprehension) or to “figure out” (inferential comprehension) something that happens in the story

· Read/Listen to identify the information that is needed for a graphic oranizer
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	Example of Purposes for students at the supported level
Let’s read so that you can:

· Turn the pages at the right time

· Say the words in your head

· Learn how the words are written on the page

· Talk about the pictures

· Point to the words while I say them

· Act out some of the pages

· Show me your favorite part (or person/character)

· Listen for when it’s your turn to read (Can use with books that have repeated lines/words) 

· Ask questions

· Talk about things that you know

· Show me something you want to learn more about

· Show me a part you don’t like

· Pick something that you want to share with (classmates/family)

· Pick a part that you want to change

· Talk about words that rhyme or sound the same

· Talk about the words that start with same letter

· Find words that sound funny
	Notes
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